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Foreword

Protecting the environment is everyone's responsibility and a major challenge for the survival of our planet
and the human species. In this regard, the CCL has developed this document, which constitutes the
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Policy of the CCL (Comité de Coopération avec le Laos) and
describes the principles and rules to be respected by its members, employees, and partners. This
document must be read in conjunction with the laws and regulations in force in Laos and France, the
internal regulations, the administrative and financial procedures manual of the CCL, and other general and
sectoral policies of the CCL. In the hierarchical order of the CCL's institutional documents, this policy is at
the fourth level, after the Statutes, Regulations, Administrative and Financial Procedures Manual, and
General Policies. It ranks third among the CCL's sectoral policies.
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1. General Principles

The CCL implements projects aimed at protecting the environment and biodiversity and is committed to
respecting the environment in its actions, limiting the ecological impact of its activities, and not harming
biodiversity. The CCL also prioritizes the use of renewable resources.

2. Waste Collection, Minimization, and Recycling

The CCL is committed to minimizing its waste, particularly plastics and non-recyclable waste. The Vientiane
office sorts household and office waste: paper/cardboard, glass, plastics, and batteries. Provincial CCL
offices are also encouraged to sort household and office waste. Recyclable materials are made freely
available to informal collectors (for cardboard, plastic, etc.) and/or recycling organizations when possible
(e.g., Makerbox for IT and electronics). Vegetable waste is composted in the garden. The cleaning staff
ensures that fresh vegetable waste is covered with leaves to prevent flies. Burning waste is prohibited in
the office and at CCL project sites. CCL employees must not litter (plastics, paper, or other waste) in nature,
at the workplace, or during activities, especially in communities where project activities take place. This is
considered a fault and is subject to sanctions. During each activity in the villages, the CCL sets up a trash
can and returns to the office with the waste. Leaving waste in the villages is strictly prohibited. Items that
can remain damp should be limited to prevent the spread of diseases (e.g., tires).

3. Energy Efficiency

CCL employees are encouraged to limit greenhouse gas emissions:
e Air conditioning is only turned on when necessary and set to "25" whenever possible.
e Air conditioning is used in a closed room.
e Air conditioning and lights are turned off when the room is unoccupied.

e Electrical appliances are turned off after use.

4. Travel and Transportation

The CCL encourages responsible travel and transportation (e.g., carpooling, train, bicycle) by suggesting,
whenever possible, travel options that minimize environmental impact. Field team logistics are optimized
to reduce fuel consumption and resulting greenhouse gas emissions.

The CCL integrates carbon offsetting for its activities, particularly travel related to project implementation
(e.g., airplane, car, motorcycle), into future projects, provided the cost is eligible for funders.

Drivers are sensitized to eco-driving. Carpooling is encouraged to reduce costs and emissions.

When a CCL employee or guest stays at a hotel for several days, they are encouraged to limit the use of
towels and bed linens (avoid daily washing) and to turn off the air conditioning and lights when leaving
the room.



5. Eco-Friendly Activities and Meetings

Activity organizers are committed to minimizing the use of plastic bottles during activities and meetings
by providing water dispensers with cups or refillable bottles/pitchers. Snacks offered during coffee breaks
or to villagers during activities are not individually wrapped whenever possible.

Polystyrene or plastic lunch boxes should be avoided.

Meeting room air conditioning is set to 25. Invitations and handouts are sent via email or made available
online to limit paper use.

6. Biodiversity Protection

CCL staff are sensitized to biodiversity protection issues in each project. A list of awareness-raising videos
on biodiversity issues produced by GIZ is available to CCL staff (links below), along with a fact sheet on
protected and endangered species in Laos (annex 0.5.3.1).

Video 1: What is biodiversity?

Video 2: Biodiversity in Laos Important for the world
Video 3: Living things Supporting each other

Video 4: Biodiversity benefits people

Video 5: Biodiversity and agricultural products
Video 6: Biodiversity under threat

Video 7: Protecting biodiversity

In accordance with national law,
e The CCL strictly prohibits participation in the trade of wild animals and plant species.
e The CCL strictly prohibits involvement in the logging and trade of precious woods in Laos.

This commitment implies abstaining from any poaching, illegal hunting, fishing, consumption, or trade of
protected or endangered animal or plant species. It aims to contribute to the conservation of biodiversity
and the preservation of ecosystems.

When a staff member is invited to consume protected species in a beneficiary community, it is essential
to politely decline the invitation. It is recommended to briefly explain the existence of our policy, justified
by the fact that these species are fragile and endangered, and their protection is essential to maintain
ecosystem balance and ensure the survival of many other species


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc0RXSgScgQ&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P1UCphdUFbQ&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AH2SJR_93Ng&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjYnTNCh-W8&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xQllL_tRsQ&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFL7I9caPuo&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faBYWq4HldY&list=PLqKyW32SPzJcM5BOMTqUlYzHqJId1zBrF&i

